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DrAGON bOAT 
fESTIVAL 2015



By Michela Di Stassi 4D, Sofia 4B and Ledya 4B.

Hong Kong is famed around the world for many things. One 
festival that stands above the others as a Hong Kongers 
favourite festival is the Dragon Boat Festival. This traditional 
competition happens in May and June.

The festival culminates in a series of boat races. The special 
thing about the boats is that they are shaped like dragons.
The special food of this festival is a triangular shaped leaf with 
rice and beans inside. This can also sometimes contain meat. 
Sofia loves different variations of it.

Michela has never been to the Dragon Boat races before. She is 
planning to go before leaving Hong Kong.

The Dragon Boat Festival takes place because  of one of China’s 
most famous poets, named “Qu Yuan”, who was unjustly 
accused of treason, committed suicide by jumping in a river and 
drowning. Hong Kong celebrates the Dragon Boat festival as a 
way of remembering him and honouring his poetry.

During the Dragon Boat festival people throw food into the 
river to prevent the fish eating his spirit in the afterlife.

Sofia especially loves the Dragon Boat festival as she enjoys 
having a holiday.

Ledya wants to participate in the races in the future.

Michela also hopes to participate sometime in the future.

To find the best dragon boat race you can go to Sha Tin, Victoria 
Harbour or even Stanley to enjoy them.

Dragon Boat Festival is very popular across the whole of 
China, but is particularly famous in Hong Kong, as there are 
many places to race.

I hope you all enjoy the Dragon Boat Festival in Hong Kong 
this Summer!
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Avengers || Age of UltRon 

In the movie, the six heroes 
unite to destroy an enemy base. 
However, on the mission, they 
encounter twins. Quicksilver 
and the Scarlet Witch who were 
recruited by Hydra; the enemy 
the Avengers are fighting. 

 In order to strengthen the 
Avengers, Tony Stark (AKA 
Iron Man) and Bruce Banner 
(The Hulk), create an artificial 
intelligence: Ultron.

After Ultron loses his temper, 
he attempts to become a human. 
When Scarlet Witch, reads his 
mind and see’s destruction in 
his plans, she and her brother 
switch sides and decide to help 
the Avengers.

 On the other hand, Tony Stark 
creates a new hero – Vision – 
by putting his trusted system 
Jarvis, into an AI. The 9 heroes 
join forces under Captain 
America’s command to fight 
Ultron. 

The movie is visually stunning, 
and the production is very 
well done. The visual effects 
and background music are 
equally fantastic. The twists are 
also ample. For example the 
trusted system of Stark: namely 
Jarvis, is believed to have been 
destroyed by Ultron. But it 
turned out that Jarvis is hiding 
and comes forth to be utilized to 
defeat Ultron’s system. Jarvis 
then becomes a key player in 
the war with Ultron. 

However more information 
could have been provided to 
aid those who have not been 
following all the Marvel comics 
and movies. 

Review by Chapman 
Au Yeung – 4E (21)
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Harry Potter is a popular story that has a total of 7 books. 8 films have been made which have received widespread acceptance 
amongst teenagers.
 
Harry is an ordinary boy up until the age of 11. But after the arrival of Hagrid, his life changes and he is destined to a 7 year journey 
in wizardry. He faces the dark wizard, Voldemort, when he is just a baby. Because of his mother’s love, he is the only one to escape 
from the “unforgivable curse” cast by the dark lord.
 
During the first three years, Harry Potter successfully flees doom but then finally witnesses the tragic death of a friend, Cedric 
Diggory. After his fourth year, during the Triwizard Tournament, more sacrifices come along as the final battle draws nearer.
Harry is given a mission by his shrewd headmaster, Albus Dumbledore. He is to find all Horcruxes (souls) of Voldmort and to destroy 
them completely. This is a burden, a risky hope and an inevitable job for the “chosen one”, Harry. Always brave, Harry along with 
Ron’s loyalty and Hermione’s cleverness, overcomes all the obstacles and gains victory and priceless friendship.
 
This is a story of love and courage which further develops into a story of struggle in death and desire. Harry Potter is full of fabulous 
characters, well-linked plot and an enchanting world of magic. You will fall in love with everything, like the Quidditch and the floo 
powder network which can guarantee you will not to be late for school. It’s an incredible boy’s life and will lead you to a whole new 
world.
 
Read it no matter how long it takes to finish the entire series. You can feel that you are diving into the Pensieve of Harry Potter’s 
memories in which you can hold a wand to conjure a patronus, fly on a broomstick, fight the most dangerous fights and laugh and 
cry together with everyone.

mABEL likes harry potter 
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How did we 
decide on 

Easter’s Date?
This year’s Easter was on April 5, 2015.

 
Easter does not fall on the same date every year. This fact had caused 

many controversies all over the world before the Roman Catholic Church 
started reforming the calendar in 1583.

 
Nowadays, most of the countries stick to the computation based on the 

Christian calendar (including HK). Basically, Easter is set on the Sunday 
after the ‘full moon’ (known as the Paschal full moon) after the Vernal 
Equinox in spring. Sounds complicated, doesn’t it? The Equinox is not 
defined on the normal astronomical phenomenon. Instead, it is set to a 

fixed date of March 21. To make things more complicated, the Paschal full 
moon isn’t a full moon either. A ‘full moon’ is the 14th day of a Gregorian 

lunar month, which is set according to the activities of the Moon. 
 

Nevertheless, the ‘full moon’ is actually quite close to the astronomical 
full moon. Therefore, every year if you want to know when Easter will 

be, just observe the first full moon after March 21, and Easter will be the 
coming Sunday. But when you think once more, why care so much about 

these things if you have a calendar?
 

Just a coincidence, this year’s Easter is on the same day as the Ching 
Ming Festival. Fancy some chocolate eggs in the graveyard?

By Janet Form 5
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I have a funny talent of remembering my 
dreams. It started around a year ago when I 
found out about lucid dreaming and wanted 
to try it out. Some time later, my dreams 
became more and more vivid and intense 
and I could remember most of them. Most 
dreams are just crazy, insane scenarios that 
don’t make sense. They’re about what takes 
place most of the day but all twisted up in 
a new perspective. Somehow, this special 
talent played a big part in my creativity and 
inspired my writing.
 
Sometimes, don’t you feel like life’s a 
dream? Like the nursery rhyme? Just an 
extra long one and for once you can control 
it. When I look into people’s eyes, I think, I 
know who this is. I know their names, but I 
don’t really know them. We’re like strangers 
even though we may see each other every 
day. So maybe I shouldn’t really care about 
anyone here. Just like the feeling you have 
in a dream.
 
I once had a dream  in which  I missed one of 
my exams. In another dream, I was washed 
away from the beach while I was swimming 
and got stranded on a tiny island. I once 
dreamt that I forgot to take my homework 
home, so I took the MTR back to school and 
on the way I got lost, when I finally got to 
school at 7pm, the security guard wouldn’t 
let me in so I ended up sneaking in myself. 
Wow! that was real life? I also once had 
a dream that I went to a One Direction 
concert. Oh wait...that was real life! It also 
turns out that it was the last One Direction 
concert ever.
 
Then suddenly, so many things happened in 
a span of 8 days, everything went wrong. 
The next thing you know, people walk past 
you and ask the same questions over and 
over again  “are you okay?”, “do you need 
some help?”, “why are you so unhappy?”.
 

Someone said to me that a lot of the time 
that when you’re feeling down, as usually 
yourself who has got it wrong; things aren’t 
as bad as they seem sometimes. You should 
just lean back and take a deep breath and 
enjoy life! That person made a huge impact 
in my life. Just wanted to say thank-you 
again :)
 
Life is a little crazy but it’s all a dream, and 
you know what? Even though most of my 
dreams are all messed up and nightmares, 
you get to wake up!    :) When…you ask? 
Pretty soon! As long as you live life to the 
fullest and try your best to stay happy! :) 
You won’t even know the time when you’re 
doing all these things that make you happy 
until it’s time to wake up.
 
{All good things will come to an end, but 
don’t be sad they have ended, be happy that 
they happened. -Dr. Seuss.}

DREAMS  
BY NANETTE CHAN (2A)
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EUROVISION 2015 Vienna



BY jACK 4e
The Eurovision song contest has been one of the most watched musical contests around Europe for over 59 years. Most of you might 
have heard of the song “Congratulations” by Cliff Richard. It was a competing song back in the Eurovision Song Contest in 1968, 
coming second for the United Kingdom. Back in the old days, the voting method was very different from what it is now. In this article 
I am going to analyze the winning odds of this year entries in the contest. Undoubtedly, this year is not going to be easy. This year 
has got to be one of the toughest competitions in the last few years. There are quite a considerable number of songs that I like in this 
year’s contest. For me this is one of the best contests since 2003. I am not going to go through them all one by one, as it will take up 
too much space in the magazine. But I am going to go through the main contenders in my opinion.

Sweden undoubtedly could be the winners of this year’s contest. “Heroes” has been visually astounding. The music is quite majestic, 
so Sweden has an advantage in that aspect. The live show is probably one of the highlights, featuring Mans and the little snowman 
on the screen. It is going to be a different visual experience for the audience. However, the only thing I am concerned about is that 
it is deemed too “mainstream” by some people. If everything is fine, Sweden could have the ability to win, thus I predict Sweden 
finishing 2nd this year. In my list of my favorite songs of 2015 Eurovision, Sweden also ranked 2nd.
 
Italy has one of the best entries this year. It features a trio of three opera singers. “Grande amore” is a powerful song, featuring 
stunning vocals and marvelous instrumental accompaniment. OGAE has Italy leading the chart lately, but narrowly. The powerful 
melody could be an advantage to them since I predict they will receive a very high score in judge’s view. The people’s ranking is a 
bit lower, only to claim the 6th place in the votes of 1000 Youtubers. Nonetheless, I think Italy has what it takes to win the contest, 
thus I predict Italy will be the champions of this year’s contest. However, personally I give this song the 3rd place.
 
Estonia has the most popular entry this year. “Goodbye to Yesterday” is currently the 1st in the votes of 1000 Youtubers and 3rd in 
OGAE voting. Estonia has a strong backup in public voting, therefore I think the televoting would be likely play a very crucial role 
in deciding the position of Estonia. For me, “Goodbye to Yesterday” features a lightweight and cheerful melody, although for me it 
is a bit cheap. It is not really my cup of tea and I am sure this song won’t be too popular to the judges. Despite a slight disadvantage 
in judges’ votes, Estonia could finish quite high this year. I would predict this country to finish 3rd, while I rank this song the 9th in 
my list.
 
Norway has the best song in my opinion. Most people would find it too slow for the competition, but the selling point of this song is 
the feeling. It is very touching when it reaches to climax. I am quite stunned at how it develops. The darkness and somberness of the 
song shapes the atmosphere a lot. The vocals are also very captivating. The melody has got to be the best I have ever heard in this 
year’s contest. However, things are not going so perfectly for Norway. The live performance of this song “A Monster Like Me” is 
far from excellent. It is not about Morland, but Debrah Scarlett. In some live performances I heard from this duo, Debrah Scarlett 
is suffering from quite severe vocal issues. Quite often Debrah goes out of tune and it really ruins the song. There are not many days 
left for Debrah to practise this song, or else the song would turn to a complete fiasco that may have ended like the Cypriot entry in 
2012, which was ruined by the out-of-tune performance by Ivi Adamou. Nonetheless if everything is fine, Norway could really bring 
an astounding performance which will surely propel the country to battle for the champions, thus I predict Norway could finish 4th, 
while I ranked this song the 1st in my list.
 
The United Kingdom is sending another poor song again to the Eurovision. Personally I found it very cheap, bland and unpleasant. 
It is really outdated, like it was in the 90s. However, that kind of “cheap” song is somehow enjoyable. Nevertheless, I don’t think 
United Kingdom will receive many points from others. The song only ranked 25th in public’s vote and has only 12 points in OGAE 
poll. I do not give much expectation to United Kingdom I predict a 25th finish for Electro Velvet and I ranked them 38th on my list.
 
Australia is the debut participant in the Eurovision song contest, which is celebrating the 60th anniversary of the contest. Guy 
Sebastian is a famous singer in Australia and I am sure he will bring some new insights to the contest. Albania, Georgia, Russia and 
Azerbaijan should be closely watched as I think these countries also have good entries and could be the dark horses of the contest.
 
The results of semi-finals would be up on 19 and 21 May 2015 respectively. Which country do you think will win this year’s contest?
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Gaming Review by Justin Lam 3C
Many mini-games created by 
individual developers are now 
emerging in the mobile game 
industry. I would like to introduce 
some of them here. Since the games 
do not just provide a source of 
entertainment, but they also let the 
players question their decisions in 
their lives or to inspire them.

Duet is inspirational, challenging 
and has high quality music. Despite 
all this, its mechanism is simple; there 
is a circle with a blue and a red dot 
on its circumference, different shape 
white tiles approach the circles path. 
You can only dodge them by moving 
the dots around the circle clockwise 
or counter-clockwise. In the earlier 
stages, the tiles may be just a handful 
of squares and rectangles but later 
these may be spinning, moving left 
and right and are only visible for a 
second or two! If you have finished 
the game, many randomly generated  
modes can keep your interest towards 
this game. Also, an inspirational 
quotation is given at the beginning 
of every stage; the game states that 
“playing Duet may make you think 
differently”.

Out there is a great game! Forget 
about combat in space! This game 
involves making consequential 
decisions. You are an astronaut 
awakening in a spaceship and realize 
later that you are in a different 
solar system. In order to get back 
to earth, you have to conserve 
your fuel, oxygen and hull usage. 
Meanwhile, you have to improve your 
technologies for travelling further 
while encountering other intelligent 
species. If you manage to beat the 
hardest strategy, you will face a 
special ending which is possibly the 
ending mankind. Developer Mi-Clos 
studio Rating! 4.6

There are other mini-games that I 
love, here’s a brief introduction:
 
a. Two Cars (Ketchapp). Control the 
red and the blue car, at the same time, 
while you collect circles and dodge 
squares. Sound easy? Not really, I 
really broke my phone playing it.
 
b. Mafia Mystery (Toast LLC). The 
“werewolf” game on mobile (in 
terms of English, the “mafia” game). 
Try to guess each other’s identity 
and kill your enemies by voting! (this 
game is one of the best ways to break 
friendships).
c. Q (Kaburshikigaisha game 
industry) “complete a single task by 
drawing something on the screen” 
despite this introduction, this is the 
hardest puzzle-based game I have 
ever seen in my life. Solving all 100 
“Q”s is impossible, seriously!
 
If you dare to try any of the above 
mini-games, I truly hope that you can 
survive to the end of the game. These 
games are not just hard, they may 
change your way of thinking or even 
your life. These games are not made 
by big game companies. #support 
mini-games.

The Magic Cup by Chow Shuk Yin 5D

 
The air chilled in the indigo dark.  
Alice was breathing and walking in 
the dark cold night. Her footsteps 
fell silent as she gazed at the sky. 
Glittering above her head were 
silvery stars. Alice was penniless. 
Although she was very hungry, she 
was savouring the joy of being quiet 
and alone. She knew that those 
shining, untouchable, faraway stars 
were offering her warmth.

Alice was ready to go home, which was 
under the over pass, with a knowing 
smile. As she bent her head, she could 
feel that something was twinkling out 
of the corner of her eyes. She glanced 
back and walked towards the rubbish bin 
behind her curiously.
 
“Oh! This cup is so whimsical. It is 
shining! What a pity if this amazing 
thing does not have a master”. Alice said 
jubilantly. Then she grabbed the cup and 
went home immediately.
 
Alice shared her discovery with her 
husband Bunny excitedly. Bunny 
wondered how such a magical thing 
could exist in the world. When she took 
the cup and wanted to have a further look, 
something strange happened. The cup 
gave out dazzling lights. Alice and Bunny 
were unable to endure. They covered 
their eyes at once. As they opened their 
eyes, they were in shock. They saw a note 
that suddenly appeared inside the cup.
 
“Pray with your heart and chocolate eggs 
will come to you”. It was so marvellous! 
Is this a magic cup? It can provide food 
for us? “Shall we try and do what the 
cup said?”. After Bunny read the note, it 
disappeared. Both of them were in shock!
 
“But don’t you think this cup is horrible? 
In fact, I want to have some chocolate 
eggs!” Alice sighed.
 
Bunny struggled to think. “If one prayer 
can create chocolate eggs, no matter 
what, is it surely a great thing! I don’t 
pray often, I am too lazy to even get a 
job. I pray to God for a better life, but 
nothing happened yet. How can I pay for 
chocolate eggs then? I have to find a way 
though, as Alice, you really love them!”
 
Day by day, Bunny brooded over the cup 
and started to think how to pray to get 
the chocolate eggs. Since Bunny was not 
a Christian, he did not know how to pray 
properly. He decided to go to church. The 
minister told Bunny that prayer is a kind 
of worship to God; to ask him for support. 
People can chat with God. Prayer is 
sincerely the best way to communicate 
with God.
 
From that day on, Bunny went to church 
every week. He listened to others sharing 
patiently. His characteristics became 
better; he grew to be generous and kind.
 

article 07
article 08



The Magic Cup by Chow Shuk Yin 5D

TRUE LOVE IN MONG KOK

I was waiting in the Mongkok MTR station for a 
friend yesterday. My friend was late (as is her habit, 
grrrrrrr), so I was there for some time. Standing 
beside me for much of that time was an attractive 
young woman. I wondered whether she was waiting 
for her boyfriend. Her style--long dyed-blonde hair 
tied in a ponytail, tight tight jeans, spotless white 
sneakers and a cropped t-shirt that showed off her 
slim tummy--was a bit too MK for my liking, but we 
were in Mongkok, so....
 
I was glancing (not staring!) at her, when I noticed 
her expression light up suddenly. She had obviously 
just spotted the person she had been waiting for. She 
had already been waiting for about fifteen minutes, 
but didn’t look annoyed or impatient at all; her 
expression was one of pure joy.

Being a ‘ba-gwa’ guy, I was curious about what kind 
of man had so completely captured her heart and 
could bring her so much happiness. That must be 
true love, I thought. I followed her gaze, searching 
for the target of her affection.

The woman-who-looked-like-a-frazzled-music-
teacher placed her plastic bag on the station 
floor, reached into it and took out a cardboard 
box, which she then passed to the young wom-
an, who had been hovering next to her. The box 
was a shoe box. The black lettering on the side: 
Reebok Classic. Inside the bag were two other 
identical shoe boxes. 
 
The young woman could barely contain her 
excitement as she took the shoe box with both 
hands and slowly opened it. Her eyes lit up and 
she flashed a broad smile as she gazed lovingly 
at the new white sneakers in the box. 
 
A look of true love.

Oh...it wasn’t a guy at all. It was a middle-aged 
woman carrying a big plastic bag. The woman 
reminded me of the music teacher at the school 
where I work--well, the worn-out-and-frazzled-
at-the-end-of-a-school-year version of that 
teacher.
 
Ah, was it the young woman’s mother? “Isn’t 
is great that she loves her mother so much and 
isn’t afraid to show her affection?” I thought. 
 
I scolded myself for having been so narrow-
minded before. True love isn’t necessarily 
romantic, right? What can be greater than the 
love between a mother and daughter?
 
When the two women met, however, barely a 
word was exchanged. I wondered why they 
didn’t greet each other more warmly.

She closed the box gently, cradled it tenderly in 
her arms, nodded at the shoe-delivery-woman-
who-looked-like-a-music-teacher and walked 
away smiling happily, the extra bounce in her 
step sending her blonde ponytail swinging to 
and fro.

 

By Stephen Richards
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Remember when Laurence Gribble and Nick Codrington came to the school?  
They cycled from London to Hong Kong to raise money and awarness for charity! 

Laurence Gribble & Nick Codrington come to Lam Woo!


