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Stage 2: Introduction to Video Production 
Making a good video requires the following three elements working 
in coordination: 

• Knowledge of the language of film (i.e., The common 
practices used among filmmakers and how different film 
techniques are used for to achieve different effects, 
meanings and moods)  

• Technical expertise 
• Creativity and communication skills 

 Key Terms 

• Scene: A series of closely-related events in a film that take 
place in the same general location and time (e.g., the chase 
scene, the fight scene, the break-up scene) 

• Shot: A shot is a sequence of film that runs interrupted for a 
period of time (anywhere in length from a fraction of a second 
to a few hours (most shots are between 1 and 10 seconds). 

 

The Language of Film: Part 1  
Let’s look at one example from the movie American Beauty. Compare shots from two different scenes (p.2) and discuss ways in which you think 
the director is trying to show meaning through the use of things like the set and props, the camera angles (and distance), the lighting and the 
positioning of the actors. 

 Scene A Scene B 

Angle:   

Distance:   

Type of shots:   

Size of the character:   

Lighting:   

Others   
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Scene A (left): This scene is from near the beginning of the film. A 
middle-aged ad salesman, Lester, is brought into the office of his 
manager, Brad. Brad tells Lester that his work is not up to standard 
and that he will lose his job if he doesn’t improve   

Scene B (right): This is from the middle of the film. Lester has 
decided his life is horrible and boring and wants a new life. In this 
scene, he is quitting his job and telling Brad to give him money or 
else he will tell people about the CEO’s misbehavior. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

More examples from movie clips: (Fighting scene) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=sbAuacEebnw 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=sbAuacEebnw
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 Limitations and Tips 
Because of the limitations of our equipment and software, there are elements of filmmaking that we cannot work within during the filming process. 
These include the type of film, studio lighting, film speed, lens focus and depth of field. Some of these can be handled as special effects after the 
film has been shot, but some effects you see in movies—for example, the focus changing from a person in the background to a person in the 
foreground, an extremely smooth tracking shot, etc.—cannot really be done with our equipment. As well, if you are using Windows Media Maker, 
you only have one video track to work as well as one extra-audio track. 

 
Sound 

• Record in very quiet environments whenever possible. Avoid recording conversations in the street.  
• Record some background noise from the environment in case you need to mix it in later.  

• Audio can be recorded separately and then added to the video during editing. 
 
Camera work  

• Use a tripod most of the time, even if you just use it as a monopod. 
 

 

 

To find out more about filmmaking techniques, 
try exploring YouTube. There are lots of helpful 
videos.  You can start withy the playlist at our 
our own website: 

http://wp.me/P2RTo5-29 

• If not using a tripod, try to be as steady as possible. 

• If you need to do a tracking shot, you will have to be creative. 
 
Lighting 

• Avoid harsh lighting conditions (like bright mid-day sunshine). 

• Avoid mixing up natural light (sunshine) and artificial light 

• Think about shooting during the ‘golden’ times (before sunset, after dawn) 

• You can use a reflector to cast light on people in the shade. 
• Be aware of your light source and what it is doing to your scene and actors.  
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